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the NATIONAL CONGRESS OF NEIGHBORHOOD WOMEN

Who We Are

We are neighborhood women., We care abour
our families and want to preserve our roots and
cultural heritage. We demonstrate for day care,
better hospitals and housing, and againse the
bulldozing of our homes. When we see problems
in our communicy, we form block associations to
get pot-holes fixed and to plant trees, tenant
groups to get heat and hot warter, and safery
patcrols to stop violence. We care for che elderly.
We run cake sales to rase money for our local
schools, organize the girl scours, and volunteer as
readers in schools and hospicals.

We teel proud and strong abour ourselves and
our abilities, but we often feel alone and dis-
couraged. Sometimes we feel our voices will never
be heard.Some of us have joined a network of
women like ourselves so we can exchange our
skills and experiences and to get to know each
other

The Mational Congress of Neighborhood
Women was formed in 1975 to build a network
thar will provide informarion, support, recogni-
rion, and rechnical assistance for low and mod-
erate income women working o improve the
quality of life for chemselves, their families and
their neighbors. Neighborhood women from
across the country are joining us to develop a
national organization char represents our needs. If
you believe in our goals and programs, why don't
you join us coo?

Our Programs

Education

We continue to offer, expand and provide tech-
nical assistance for a ct:nmmum't].--l':-as-:d L‘ullq.;t'
program, developed in 1975, which now serves
women in different neighborhoods across the
country. Over 250 women have graduated from
these programs and 400 are currently enrolled.
Special curricula and courses are developed in the
areas of family life and neighborhood studies,

ethnic cultural heritage, and women's leadership.
A nacional newsletter on women's communicy-
based higher education is published quarterly.
NCNW also produces Ailms and videotapes for
classroom and community use,

Employment

NCNW formed Project Open Doors, a coali-
tion of 30 women's groups, which obtained
CETA Ticle VI funds to offer employment and
services for women and their families in the New
York City arca. The Job Development unit of
Project Open Doors prepares job seekers, locates
positions, and trains groups in fundraising.

Neighborhood Development

A national conference of neighborhood leaders,
co-sponsored by NCN'W and the federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development was
held in 1979 to assess women's priorities and
concerns. Community award nights sponsored by
NCNW are organized to recognize and honor
neighborhood women leaders. NCN'W has de-
signed a leadership training model to enhance
women's role in neighborhoods.

Research

We have studied the impact of federal pro-
grams on women's leadership role in community

organizacions, and have surveyed cthe technical
assistance needs of low-income women. NCN'W
has prepared papers on ethnic women in the
media and in higher education.

Nerwork Activities

A national newspaper, Neighborhood
Women Network News, is published quar-
terly, and NCNW provides speakers to commun-
ity groups and other organizations.

Communications are maintained with other
grassroots women's groups and with members of
the neighborhood and women’s movements. In-
dividuals and groups are linked with one another
to share information and resources,

Technical assistance to community groups,
educational institutions, and professional organi-
zations is provided in the areas of education,
employment, neighborhood development and
leadership training.

Conferences, workshops, speakouts and for-
ums arc sponsored which focus on the special
1ssues and concerns of neighborhood women.

Members of the network will receive the quar-
terly newspaper, Neighborhood Women Net-
work News, invitations to our workshops and
conferences, and materials on our programs. Net-
work members will help to develop a narional
Neighborhood Women's Agenda.

NEIGHBORHOOD WOMEN
PUTTING iT TOGETHER




Our Goals

* To provide a voice for poor and working class
neighborhood women's concerns.

* Tostrengthen women's leadership roles in their
neighborhoods by giving support, information
training, and recognition for their work,

* Toempower neighborhood women by develop-
ing progriums which suppon commumity values and
increase women's skills, awareness, and status.,

* To enCOUrage an emerging women's con
sCIousness among ncighborhood women consis
tent with the muld-ethnic, multi-racial character of
the commumnities in which they live

* o promote understanding and respect for the
culture and traditions of various ethnic and racial
Broups,

* Topresent neighborhood women's issues in na-
tiomal forums and at all levels of ethnic, feminist,
and neighborbood movements
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